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“THrohgl courtesy of friends in
this city we havo been permitted to
{.pernze, letters. from  Llders J, V.
'| luth and Frabk Stratford, who
Are now laboring 4s missionarjes
ip the Sodthean Stated, fand frond
thess ®o'learn $he falldwing: 48 |
. Elder’ Buotdord, wriking$under
May “29th, ‘says that the feeling’
which up till recently he had sup-.
T poséd 16" be¥eéry good toward the
elders in the section in which they
| aro,mow, laboring, . has ‘changed
somewhat. ", A Tew ‘days ;ago, by
request, the eclders called upona
oung man_ st the house of his
parents. They stayed all night, and
and during the evenipg they were
treated very kindly. Buotin the
J niorning the' spirit towards the
clders had changed, Whilé'cating
breakfast the goud man of the
house asked them why they made
his residence their stopping place,
tThe; olders  replied that: they
came there st tho reguest-of his
‘Yson, ‘The father remarked that
j the doctrines the Elders are {eachy
'ingare very unpopular, ard,.there
+ fore,' hie could not permit them to
call again, Tho eervants of God
thanked him very kindly and went
their way rejoicing. Drother Strats
ford very qumintly zemarks that
‘they were:glad they were.not told
to eg&: before the morping repast had -
beck partaken of. |
- The Elders then started in quest
.of a member of the Chuarch who
has not, been visited for some time,
and in their peregrinations came:
across an individual who claimed !
to be s DBaptist minister. Our.
young friend describes him as he
Tcame towards” them as carrying &'
large cane; his nose was bound up
-for.sonte cavse and tobacco juice
was streaming down his chin, In
anaweritohia inguiries as to where
|-the missjoriaries came from, 'he was
told they were ﬁ:pm Utalh, This
seemed to scare him and he assailed
the Elders with the most vitupera-
tive Janguage. He asserted that
they had the Bible and plenty of
{ preachers, ‘and tha{ he woald not
| give a dam for anybody who would
 teach anght besides “Jesus Chyist
] and Him crucified.”
i- After a lengthy conversation
profugely punciured with threats
and menaces from the minister, the
Eiders and -the Baptist minister (?)
geparated. -

Brother Stratford is well and 2
few closing worda of his letter are
characteriztic of the experience of a
trsveling Klder. He says he is
thankful for some stamps that were
sent him, He had only two or
three left and only ten cents in  his
packetto purchase more and from
wthat ho was loathe to part.

The letter from Elder Bluth was
written May 17th¥#d withal is
very interesting. 8o far, he says,
he hias made no convérts, hut; theh,
as he very truthfully remarksl this
'ia & day ofgleaning and “converts
| are like angel’s visita’s? Hbwever,
thero are many whio are inveatigat
ing the truth and there are pross

acts of« bringing some inlo) ‘the
{ fold of Christ inithe near future,

The Elders, says Brother Bluth,
are received in every imaginable
i manner, By some, kindly, by
others coldly,some ecornfully,some,
wrathfully, some with slander snd
some with abase; Still,as a rule, the !
Eeapia are hospitable and the Lord

as raised up friends to administer
to the wapts of the rervants of God,
and thereare a very few times they
ﬁu hungry. Perseculion is raging, ‘

ut instead of doing material harm
it i3 doing much good and the Gos-
pel is spreading,

Eider Bluth narrates a circums
atance which occurred &'few Sun-
days since, which is a9 follows: The
Eiders were holding 8 meeting ina
certain place, and they were fortun.
alain securing the good attention
of the sudience thronghout the ser~
vices." As s0dn as they had dis-
missed, o Christian Baptist minister
“arose and cornmenced an attack up-
on, first, tha character, pf Joseph
Bmith, <and; secondpdf:.the 'Mars
mons, He read from a pamphlet
publiehed in J852. Before he con-
cluded, seyeral of the congregation
' became disgusted’.and went out, |
Finally, the whole congregation left
‘and, thg minister was alone. He
pained nothing, while the Elders
made many friends, ‘

Life among thé Bouthern people:
13 graphically described by Brother |
Bluth. The country is very Lilly,
which makes traveling very tire
some, \Wages for farm laborets, at
the highest, is 60 cents per day, or
"$10° per month, while some have
worked through the'winter for 25
and ‘30 cents perday.; Religionely
the people are split up into many
factione, and religions dissensiona
8I8 BERMEroM: ~ , 4. gy * ¥4y j
.. Beobher} Bluth s enjoying gogd
health, and desires’ te.be remems
bered to his numerous friends io
thig'eity.  °* <" ‘
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